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Dr Martin Jischke, the eminent scientist and outgoingPresident of Purdue University, delivered a lecture to aninvited audience of leading academics and policy makers
in Dublin Institute of Technology in the summer as part of a two
day visit to the Institute. The lecture, titled “Transforming Higher
Education for a Changing World”, was also attended by the Lord
Mayor of Dublin and DIT Governing body member, Cllr Patrick
Bourke, heads of other universities and senior executives of
various funding agencies including the HEA. A prominent higher
education advocate and administrator, Dr Jischke has been
instrumental in managing significant change in Purdue University
and leading the institution to become one of the most respected
in the country. DIT has a number of established links with Purdue
University, through the Faculties of Business, Science and
Engineering, and it is hoped that these links will be further
strengthened as a result of Dr Jischke’s visit. 
Dr Jischke became the 10th president of Purdue University
in August 2000 and he finishes his term of office this year. 
He is credited with advancing the role of the university in the
community and has been awarded for developing extensive
international links for Purdue and for the State of Indiana.
Amongst his many achievements on behalf of the University 
was the development of Discovery Park, a hugely successful 
inter-disciplinary environment to promote learning, knowledge
transfer and successful commercialisation of research projects. 
He is also a member of President Bush’s Council of Advisors 
on Science and Technology.
DIT welcomes Purdue University President
Above: Pictured at the lecture titled “Transforming Higher Education for a 
Changing World” was Dr Martin Jischke with Prof Brian Norton, DIT President.  
Picture Nick Bradshaw/Jason Clarke Photography
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MOST OF THOSE FAMILIAR WITH THE EU’S BARCELONAGOAL OF INVESTING 3% OF GDP IN RESEARCH BY 2010 WILL ALSO KNOW THAT ITS DESIGNERS
INTENDED FOR TWO-THIRDS OF THIS INVESTMENT TO COME
FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR. BRINGING PRIVATE-SECTOR
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) SPENDING UP TO 66%
OF TOTAL SPENDING HAS PROVED NO EASY FEAT HOWEVER,
WITH THE FIGURE REMAINING STUBBORNLY AT AROUND 55%. 
So how should policy-makers go about encouraging private sector
investment? Is it a case of lowering the tax burden? Or providing
subsidies? Increasing protection of intellectual property? The
perfect policy mix has thus far remained elusive both in Europe 
and elsewhere. 
A conference in Seville, Spain, on the 8th and 9th October sought
to increase understanding of the ‘Role and Dynamics of Corporate
R&D’. The event was organised by the Institute for Prospective
Technological Studies (IPTS), one of the research institutes of 
the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC), in
collaboration with the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Research. 
‘We know a great deal about the public research sector — about
what is being spent, and on what. We also know the motivations 
for spending in the pubic sector,’ explained Peter Kind, Director 
of the IPTS, in an interview with CORDIS News. 
With the Lisbon Agenda requiring a shift in spending priorities
within the corporate sector, policy-makers need to know as much
about that sector as they do about the public sector, said Mr Kind,
explaining the motivation for the conference. 
The IPTS seeks to promote and enable a better understanding of
the links between technology, economy and society. Its mission 
is to provide customer-driven support to the EU policy-making
process by researching science-based responses to policy
challenges that have both a socio-economic and a scientific or
technological dimension. 
In this capacity, the IPTS seeks to establish and pass on to policy-
makers what the likely impact of a particular policy would be on
corporate behaviour. ‘We need to provide policy-makers with the
most robust information possible,’ says Mr Kind. 
What better way to collate this information than to bring together
some of the best-known members of the scientific community in
this field within the context of a scientific conference, thought 
the IPTS. 
As Mr Kind emphasises, while the IPTS does get involved in the
science behind industrial investment, its main focus is on the
translation of the science into information that policy-makers 
will be able to use. Other conferences have addressed different
aspects of corporate investment from more specific angles, 
but the translational aspect makes this conference unique. 
“People have done excellent
academic research, but hadn’t
thought how the results could
be useful for policy. It would
be nice if we could bridge that
gap,” says Mr Kind. “To be
useful, the output has to be
taken up.” 
TRANSLATING C
ORPORATE R&
D 
BEHAVIOUR INT
O POLICY SUPP
ORT
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Ultimately the kind of analysis done by the IPTS should enable 
policy-makers to implement the optimum policy mix, establishing
the conditions that encourage companies to invest in research. But
the IPTS’ task is not as simple as pinpointing the single policy that
will create such an environment. An intricate policy mix addressing
such areas as visa regulations, intellectual property rights and taxes
is required, but policies in each of these areas can have unexpected
effects on other policy areas without a holistic approach. The
analyses are also useful for companies themselves, allowing them
to see what is driving other companies to invest. At the moment,
Europe would not pretend to be close to the optimum policy mix,
says Mr Kind. Is the US much closer to this target? The figures on
corporate R&D investment in the US would suggest so, but Mr Kind
is not so sure.
‘The US has a different policy 
mix and a different industrial
structure. It will not necessarily
remain a more robust
industrial structure for 
the next 10 years,’ he says.
Europe still counts premium quality goods and niche markets
among its assets, making the continent more resistant to 
delocalisation, according to the Director. 
The IPTS stops short of offering recommendations on how to
achieve the most favourable policy mix, but instead offers
’reflections on the direction to be taken’, explains Mr Kind.’In this
field, our customers, for example the Commission's DG Research,
are very capable policy analysts in their own right, but often lack
reliable, up to date information and information that has been put
in a form in which they can easily assimilate in their own thinking,’
he adds. 
Colleagues from the Knowledge for Growth Unit within the IPTS
gave an overview of some of the ‘reflections’ passed onto DG
Research: the EU should make maximum use of knowledge
generated outside of Europe; the EU should not limit its focus 
to those Member States achieving the highest levels in R&D
spending; it is best to look ahead to the technologies of the future
(including nanotechnology) rather than try to win the last race
(information technology); Europe needs a strong public research
base and high quality education; policy-makers should look at
where individual countries’ strengths have been historically, and
should not neglect low-technology exclusively in favour of high
technology. 
Monitoring industrial research and innovation is just one of the
ways in which the IPTS, in collaboration with DG Research, is
helping the EU to build a European Research Area. ERAWATCH 
is another tool, a web service documenting national research 
profiles, policies, organisations, and programmes. The ERAWATCH 
Intelligence Service also develops further analysis and reporting
activities on policies, trends and the factors influencing them. 
The idea is that this up-to-date evidence base will help policy-
makers to form policies and then to monitor their impact.
Information is updated by country correspondents and checked 
for quality by Commission services. 
In his closing remarks in Seville, Mr Kind announced that the
success of the two-day event, as well as feedback from participants,
had convinced him of a need for a follow-up event. He invited
participants to return in two years for a second conference on
corporate R&D.
For further information on the IPTS, please visit:  www.jrc.es/
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DIT HOTHOUSE PROGRAMME WINS 
SERVICES TO ENTERPRISE AWARD
T
HE HOTHOUSE
 PROGRAMME,
 THE SUCCESSF
UL
BUSINESS INCU
BATION PROGR
AMME RUN BY 
DUBLIN
INSTITUTE OF T
ECHNOLOGY, H
AS BEEN AWAR
DED THE
ANNUAL SHELL
 LIVEWIRE “SER
VICES TO ENTE
RPRISE AWARD
”
IN RECOGNITIO
N OF THE SIGN
IFICANT CONT
RIBUTION THE
PROGRAMME H
AS MADE TO PR
OMOTING ENT
REPRENEURSHI
P.
Since 2001 the H
ot House Progra
mme, a year long
 training and
incubation prog
ramme, has prov
ided 180 knowle
dge intensive
start-ups with th
e expertise, netw
orks and tools th
ey need to
develop and gro
w highly success
ful global busine
sses. Currently
a further 32 entr
epreneurs are pa
rticipating in the
 programme
which is based in
 the entrepreneu
rial environment
 of Dublin’s
Docklands Innov
ation Park. 
The Programme
 helps guide bus
inesses through
 the chaotic 
start-up phase a
nd provides them
 with the focus a
nd pace
necessary to suc
ceed. While the 
focus of the prog
ramme is 
on the developm
ent of successfu
l businesses, par
ticipants
are eligible to re
ceive a Continuin
g Professional D
evelopment
Postgraduate D
iploma in New B
usiness Develop
ment, 
conferred by the
 Dublin Institute
 of Technology. 
For further info
rmation on The
 Hothouse Prog
ramme 
contact Bernad
ette O’Reilly:
t: + 353 1 240 1
300
e: info@pdc.ie
Pictured at the
 presentation o
f the Award are
 Peter Sheridan
,
Enterprise Irela
nd and Andy Py
le, Chairman, S
hell Ireland, 
with Sara Hoga
n, The Hothous
e Programme
INNOVATION
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RESEARCH FINDINGS PRESENTED ON THE DIT ACHIEV MODEL 
OF  SUSTAINABLE TOURISM. 
Minister for the Environment, John Gormley TD attended a conference
organised by DIT’s School of Hospitality Management and Tourism and
the Tourism Research Centre, in October, where he officially launched
the DIT ACHIEV Model of Sustainable Tourism. ‘ACHIEV’ stands for
‘Administration, Community, Heritage, Infrastructure, Enterprise and
Visitor’ and the model was developed by a cross-disciplinary group of
researchers to mitigate tourism impacts on destinations. 
Dr Sheila Flanagan, Head of School of Hospitality Management and
Tourism, DIT, Elaine O’Halloran, Tourism Research Centre and Dr 
Kevin Griffin, School of Hospitality Management and Tourism, DIT,
presented the findings of the research project which was funded by 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The research steering 
committee also included expert representatives from DIT, the EPA, 
the Department of Arts & Tourism, The Environmental Institute,
University College Dublin, Fáilte Ireland and University of Strathclyde. 
Presenting a copy of the research findings to Minister Gormley,
Dr Flanagan emphasized the importance of ensuring that we develop
our tourism in a sustainable manner and said the group proposed
that the ACHIEV model can be used by destination areas to:
• Establish a base-line for the state of tourism in an area in an
objective and robust manner;
• Develop a methodology for the identification of when carrying
capacity is negatively impacted by tourism; 
• Assist in the development on an overall policy/plan for the 
management of sustainable tourism. 
The two-day conference was sponsored by the Environmental Protection
Agency, Fáilte Ireland, Tourism Ireland and the DIT Research Support
Unit, and was attended by a mix of academics, members of tourism
bodies, local authorities and networks, individual businesses and 
practitioners. The programme was designed to provide an opportunity
for more than one hundred delegates to network and to share best
practice through the range of papers and case studies which were
presented. 
Pictured above:  Dr Sheila Flanagan, Head of School of Hospitality
Management and Tourism, DIT, with John Gormley TD, Minister 
for the Environment & Dr Michael Mulvey, Director of the Faculty 
of Tourism and Food, DIT.
Topics on the programme included:
• Sustainable Tourism Implementation 
• Maximising Resource Potential 
• Assessing the Impact of Sustainable Tourism 
• Festivals — A Mechanism for Achieving Regional Spread 
• Developing Sustainable Tourism Indicators 
• The Importance of Research — Academic and Industry Perspectives 
• Emerging Issues in Research 
• Innovative Approaches to Implementation 
• Regional Application Approaches. 
Mr Kevin Woods of the Environmental Protection Agency, which funded
the research project, opened the conference. Guest speakers included
Richard Butler from University of Strathclyde; Anthony Climpson from
the New Forest District Council; Mary Stack from Fáilte Ireland; Sharon
Leverett from Tourism Ireland and Michael Mulvey from DIT. Throughout
the two days there were fascinating contributions from a range of
academic and industry speakers from all over Ireland as well as from
Britain, Hungary and Catalonia.
For further information on this event or on the research presented,
please contact:
Tourism Research Centre 
t: +353 1 814 6094
e: tourism@dit.ie 
Minister Gormley opens 
‘Tourism and the  Environment’ conference
IF YOU OWN O
R MANAGE A S
MALL COMPAN
Y AND 
YOU HAVE A BU
SINESS OPPOR
TUNITY OR PRO
BLEM
THAT YOU WAN
T TO EXPLORE
, YOU CAN APP
LY 
TO ENTERPRIS
E IRELAND FOR
 AN INNOVATIO
N
VOUCHER WO
RTH €5,000.
The objective o
f the Innovation
 Voucher initiati
ve is 
to build links be
tween Ireland’s 
public knowled
ge
providers and s
mall businesses
. 
A Small Busines
s is defined as a
n enterprise tha
t has
fewer than 50 e
mployees and h
as either an ann
ual
turnover and/or
 an annual Balan
ce Sheet total n
ot
exceeding €10
m. The Initiative
 is restricted to
registered comp
anies only.
INNOVATION 
VOUCHERS CA
N BE USED FO
R ANY
KIND OF INNO
VATION SUCH
 AS:
• new busine
ss model develo
pment; 
• new service
 delivery and cu
stomer interface
;  
• new service
 development; 
• tailored trai
ning in innovati
on managemen
t;  
• innovation/
technology aud
it.  
Knowledge of:
• efficiency au
dits, process ch
ange; 
• supply chain
 management a
nd logistics; 
• product and
 service testing 
and economic i
mpact 
assessment.
Vouchers can be
 exchanged for 
knowledge tran
sfer
projects from th
e knowledge pr
ovider. For the p
urposes
of this initiative,
a knowledge tra
nsfer project is 
defined as one 
that transfers kn
owledge of a sc
ientific,
technological o
r innovative nat
ure that it is new
 to the
small enterprise
. The small ente
rprise may then
 use 
the new knowle
dge to innovate
 a product, proc
ess 
or service.
INELIGIBLE AC
TIVITIES
The Innovation 
Voucher may no
t be used to cov
er the
costs of:
• Standard tra
ining courses; 
• software pu
rchases; 
• aid that wou
ld promote/subs
idise the cost of 
exports;
• internships 
for students of k
nowledge instit
utions; 
• design and 
production of a
dvertising mate
rial;
• sales activit
ies. 
If your applicati
on is successful
, you will be issu
ed with
an Innovation V
oucher worth €
5,000 along wit
h an
outline of the kn
owledge questi
on you submitte
d. 
At that stage, a
n agreement m
ust be reached 
by the
business and th
e knowledge pr
ovider on the ex
act 
cost of the servi
ce required and
 the work that is
 to be
undertaken.
Once the projec
t has been com
pleted, the kno
wledge
provider will inv
oice you (the co
mpany) for the c
ost of
the service (incl
uding VAT.) You
 (the company) 
will then
give the knowle
dge provider th
e Innovation Vo
ucher
plus any extra a
mount as per th
eir agreement o
n the
cost of the servi
ce.
The knowledge
 provider then s
ubmits the vouc
her to 
Enterprise Irelan
d to claim the €
5,000 subsidy. T
he
voucher will be 
valid for six mon
ths (from the sta
rt of 
the project).
Enterprise Irelan
d will reserve th
e right to perfor
m spot
checks on proje
cts undertaken.
If you would like
 to avail of this o
pportunity and 
work
with DIT to solv
e a problem or 
develop a busin
ess
opportunity ple
ase contact tom
.flanagan@dit.
ie
ENTERPRISE IR
ELAND’S 
INNOVATION V
OUCHERS
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
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Cities of Knowledge conference encourages 
e-communities and highlights e-access in Dublin
ORGANISED BY DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL IN COLLABORATION WITH
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, THIS VISIONARY EVENT
FOCUSED ON EXPLORING HOW CREATIVE USE OF VARIOUS
TECHNOLOGIES CAN HELP CITIES DEVELOP A COMPETITIVE EDGE
IN THE CHANGING GLOBAL ECONOMY. AIMED AT LEADERS 
OF THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS THROUGHOUT EUROPE, 
THE CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATED HOW BUSINESS CAN 
WORK WITH CITIES IN CREATING KNOWLEDGE SOCIETIES. 
The Conference legacy will be a network of committed cities 
and businesses throughout Europe that could be the nucleus of 
a global leadership forum of progressive cities and businesses.
At the announcement of Cities of Knowledge, John Tierney, Dublin
City Manager, said, 
“The well-being of Dublin is essential to the
national economy and our key concern is to
sustain competitiveness and develop the
quality of life in the city. To do this we need
to be a knowledge city utilising the power of
technology to foster creative industries and
to make life better for our citizens as they go
about their daily lives.”
Brian Norton, President of DIT said, “DIT has the capacity to take cutting
edge research and translate it into practical usage. This conference
focuses on new interactive technologies that will offer opportunities 
for citizens to communicate more effectively with their city, and we 
are delighted to be involved in this project with Dublin City Council.”
The Conference arises from the ICiNG (Innovative Cities for the Next
Generation) Project. ICiNG is a project funded through the European 
6th Framework Research programme. It aims to develop effective 
e-communities and e-access to city administration. The project involves
the cities of Dublin, Barcelona, and Helsinki. Each city is providing ‘City
Laboratory’ test-bed sites in strategic development/city regeneration
locations where users will trial and evaluate technologies and services.
This conference provided a unique opportunity to reflect on how cities
can enhance the quality of life and public service provision, develop
competitiveness and attract creative professionals through developing
knowledge economies that harness leading-edge technology. It is the
conviction of the conference organisers that cities which invest in
knowledge can have an edge in an increasingly competitive world.  
A host of renowned speakers presented topical and practical speeches
at the event, which was attended by international delegates from various
sectors, along with interested members of the public. Progressive cities,
from San Jose in California to Tallinn in Estonia, were represented. Lively
and informative debates were facilitated in order to provide delegates
with constructive and feasible solutions and objectives.  
WORLD SKILLS COMPETITION
The 2007 World Skills competition was held recently in Japan and DIT apprentices won three bronze medals. There were five Irish
medallists in total as well as 9 Diplomas of merit — a total of 14 awards out of 25 competitions. The Irish team medallists were:
MEDAL TRADE COMPETITOR EXPERT LOCATION
1. Gold Plastering Patrick Doran Joe Clarke FÁS Waterford
2. Bronze Automobile Technology Ciaran Larkin Enda Fagan Dublin Institute of Technology
3. Bronze Refrigeration John Fanning Garreth Keenaghan Dublin Institute of Technology
4. Bronze Mould Making Martin Moran Owen O’Donnell FÁS Cork
5. Bronze Industrial Insulation Daniel Ryall Michael Hourihan Dublin Institute of Technology
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Research in functional ingredients and postharvest technology
THE FUNCTIONAL INGREDIENT FOOD UNIT (FIFU) AND POSTHARVEST TECHNOLOGY UNIT (PTU) BRING TOGETHER EXPERTISE IN THE POSTHARVEST AND NUTRACEUTICAL
AREAS. IT COMPRISES THREE STAFF MEMBERS (DR CATHERINE
BARRY-RYAN, DR ANA BELEN MARTIN-DIANA AND DR DANIEL
RICO) AND A NUMBER OF COLLABORATIVE RESEARCHES IN
MULTIDISCIPLINARY AREAS (DR JESUS FRIAS-DIT, DR GARY
HENEHAN-DIT, DR NIGEL BRUNTON-TEAGASC, DR DAVID 
O’BEIRNE-UL, DR JAVIER FONTECHA-CSIC, DR JOSE MANUEL 
BARAT-UPV, DR MARIA TUOHY-NGU, DR NORA O’BRIEN-UCC, 
DR ENDA CUMMINS-UCD, PROF KEITH TYPTON-TCD, AND
VARIOUS INDUSTRIES) AS WELL AS A RANGE OF POSTGRADUATE
AND UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS.
The group has considerable expertise in the area of functional foods and
postharvest technology (chemistry, biochemistry and sensory analysis).
The research group is focused on the development of new products
fortified with nutraceuticals extracted from natural waste sources and 
the development of environment-friendly and healthy alternatives to
chlorine to extend the shelf-life of fresh-cut products. The analysis of 
the bioactivity and the effect on the quality of the final product and 
the consumer attitudes to these products are the main objectives. 
The members of these units have successfully obtained an important
number of research grants, e.g. Strand III (2003 – 2006 and 2007 – 2010),
FIRM (2006 – 2009), more than 6 Strand I (2003 – 2011) and recently a
collaborative Network (FIRM, 2007 – 2013) was granted with €1.8 million
funding. FiFu and PTU will enhance the existing research strength by
building critical mass in an area of emerging importance and establishing
a research network of excellence. These Units address the main
objective of DIT by providing a base of expertise and information and
support innovation in the development of the Food-Pharmaceutical
sector, taking advantage of the increasing interest in Functional Foods.
FiFu and PTU have produced a significant number of research publications
in peer-reviewed journals and participated in national and international
congresses. Furthermore, a distinguished record of collaborations 
with industry (i.e. Glanbia, Nature’s Best, Bord Iascaigh Mhara, Forlasa,
Fermo and various SME’s) has been established, and a strategic
objective is to maintain and increase the number of collaborations which
are reporting benefits from both research and educational perspectives,
and ensure the effective participation of DIT with industry in supporting
economic development. 
For information about the projects, please contact:
Dr Catherine Barry-Ryan (catherine.barryryan@dit.ie, 01 402 4458)
Dr Ana Belen Martin-Diana (anabelen.martindiana@dit.ie, 01 402 4487)
Dr Daniel Rico (daniel.rico@dit.ie, 01 4024 390)
Pictured from left to right: 
Manuel Calatroia, Laura Massini, Daniel Rico, Lubna Ahmed, Catherine
Barry-Ryan, Ana B. Martin-Diana, Zied Khiari, Mohammad Billal Hossai. 
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Imagine a giant oak, with its myriad branches stretching intothe sky. Now imagine a forest of oak trees, and being asked toquantify the number and length of the branches of each tree.
Pretty mind-blowing? This is the challenge facing fungal biotech,
where in simple terms, the amount of valuable bioproduct that can
be produced by the microorganism is intimately associated with its
morphology — a microscopic network of branching tendrils that
extend in a complex three-dimensional pattern.
The development of tools to unravel this complexity is the goal 
of a STRAND 1-funded collaboration between the School of 
Biological Sciences (Gwilym Williams) and the School of Electrical
Engineering and Control Systems (Cecilia Chan) at the DIT 
Kevin Street campus. Post-graduate researcher, David Barry, 
an engineering graduate with a keen interest in biotechnology, 
is harnessing the power of computerised image analysis to 
extract quantitative data from fungal fermentation. 
The first challenge the team had to overcome was to get the
fungus to grow in a simple two dimensional format that would
allow the microscopic observation of branching in a controlled
format. A new method to achieve this goal was published by 
the group in the March 2007 volume of the Journal of Clinical
Microbiology. This has been followed by the development of 
a range of proprietary ‘plug-in’ programmes (for the ImageJ
platform) to permit the high throughput quantitative analysis 
of fungal micromorphology using a microscope, camera and
computer. Work is currently underway to dissect the relationship
between early fungal differentiation and metabolite production.
The team are now seeking an industry partner for future 
co-development of the intellectual property and know-how 
of the project. 
Contact: Dr Gwilym Williams, DIT Kevin St. (t. 01 402 2889;
gwilym.williams@dit.ie).
GOING BEYOND 20:20 VISION TO IMPROVE
PRODUCTIVITY IN BIOTECHNOLOGY
Above left: Early stage branching of the industrially important fungus, spergillus oryzae. 
Right: David Barry, an engineering graduate from UCD, is developing new 
computer tools for characterising fungal development in a bioprocessing context.
At graduation ce
remonies in St P
atrick’s Cathedra
l, Dublin
Institute of Tech
nology conferre
d Honorary Doc
torates of 
Philosophy, hon
oris causa, on Re
verend Dr Tom B
urke and 
Dr Tony Scott, fo
unders of the Yo
ung Scientist & T
echnology
Competition and
 Exhibition and M
s Geraldine Ken
nedy, 
Editor of the Iris
h Times. 
Dr Burke and Dr
 Scott were conf
erred at the first
 of DIT’s 2007
series of gradua
tion ceremonies
, for graduates o
f the Faculties o
f
Science and the
 Built Environme
nt. Ms Kennedy’
s conferral took
place during DIT
’s annual Applie
d Arts graduatio
n ceremony at
which hundreds
 of students grad
uated from unde
rgraduate and
postgraduate co
urses in visual ar
ts, media and la
nguages. The
first ever gradua
tes from DIT’s M
asters in Public A
ffairs and 
Political Commu
nication were als
o conferred at th
e ceremony.
Each year DIT se
eks to acknowle
dge the importa
nt contribution
made to society
 by those who ac
hieve distinction
 in their fields.
According to Pro
fessor Brian Nor
ton, President o
f DIT; “It is an
honour for DIT t
o award Drs Bur
ke and Scott wit
h Honorary 
Doctorates in re
cognition of the
ir outstanding ac
hievements in 
the field of scien
ce and science e
ducation, but in 
particular for 
their vision in fo
unding the Youn
g Scientist Exhib
ition. Since 1965
it has been the c
atalyst for thous
ands of young p
eople to develo
p
an interest in exp
loring the world
 we live in throug
h their projects
and experiment
s. To this day it c
ontinues to be t
he single most
effective initiativ
e in making scie
nce accessible t
o all.”At the
second conferrin
g Professor Brian
 Norton said Ms
 Kennedy was
being honoured
 for her outstand
ing contribution 
to Irish journalism
and public life o
ver the course o
f her career. “Ge
raldine Kennedy
is renowned now
 as the first wom
an to be appoin
ted editor of 
a national newsp
aper in Ireland, b
ut that success w
as built on 
a career charact
erised by many s
ignificant achiev
ements. 
Throughout her 
career she has m
aintained a com
mitment to high
standards in jou
rnalism and to it
s role in public li
fe. 
As one of the fir
st graduates of t
he full-time jour
nalism course 
in what was then
 the College of C
ommerce, Rathm
ines, she is
already an alum
nus of DIT, by ac
cepting this awa
rd today she
confirms her pos
ition as a standa
rd bearer for all 
our graduates”,
Professor Norto
n said.
Pictured above
 are Rev Dr Tom
 Burke and Dr T
ony Scott at 
the graduation
. Picture Jason 
Clarke Photogr
aphy
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
HONORARY DOCTORATES 
FROM DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
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DIT Academic is awarded industry 
lifetime achievement award
On October 24th Mr Alex Gibson, Head of Department ofTourism, was presented with the HSMAI Lifetime AchievementAward at a gala dinner attended by over 400 distinguished
guests, drawn from the Tourism and Hospitality industry. The Hospitality
Sales and Marketing Association International (HSMAI) has over 7000
members globally. This is the most prestigious honour awarded by
HSMAI and in this instance recognises Alex’s contribution to Tourism
Marketing in the areas of education, industry liaison and broadcasting.
Dr Sheila Flanagan, Head of School of Hospitality Management and
Tourism said “This is an outstanding achievement and on your behalf 
I would like to formally congratulate our colleague, Alex and to thank
him for the positive recognition that this achievement brings to the
school”.   
Alex Gibson receiving his award. Pictured also l-r are Michelle
Conaghan (HSMAI Ireland), Mary O’Rawe, (DIT Lecturer) and
Stephen Williams (HSMAI Ireland)
Pictured at the DIT School of Hospitality Management and Tourism, Graduate Network Ball 2007 held in the Westin Hotel, Dublin on Saturday
October 20th, 2007 are (left): Peter Brennan, Pat Delaney and Brendan Curtis.  Dr Michael Mulvey, Director of Faculty of Tourism and Food
(right) presenting the ‘Outstanding Alumnus Award’ to Brendan Curtis of Choice Hotels, for his contribution to the Industry and to the School. 
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
DIT President welcomes appointment of 
masterplanning team for Grangegorman development
T HE PRESIDENT OF DIT, PROFESSOR BRIANNORTON RECENTLY WELCOMED THEANNOUNCEMENT OF THE APPOINTMENT
OF MASTERPLANNERS FOR THE GRANGEGORMAN
DEVELOPMENT. HE SAID THE ANNOUNCEMENT
MARKED A VERY TANGIBLE STEP IN WHAT WILL 
BE ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING PROJECTS IN
HIGHER EDUCATION IN EUROPE WHICH WILL 
SEE ALL OF DIT MOVING TO ONE CAMPUS IN 
DUBLIN CITY CENTRE. 
Since the government decision to create a new
campus, DIT has undertaken extensive consultation
with colleagues in all areas to develop the Institute’s
vision for this 21st century campus. In addition, DIT
has met regularly with residents, community groups
and businesses in the north inner city to explore their
visions for the development. 
According to Professor Norton, “This campus will 
be part of a unique city development. We have 
the opportunity to create an environmentally 
-sustainable, accessible campus that meets the
needs of future students; that enhances the local
area; that embodies an entrepreneurial culture; and
that will play a significant part in driving the 
development of future prosperity in Dublin city and
region. This student-centred campus will promote
access and participation in higher education for
traditional and non-traditional learners. It will 
facilitate interaction with the city and the surrounding
communities and will create real opportunities 
for partnership in a wide range of areas from research
to technology transfer and cultural engagement.”
In particular Professor Norton welcomed the
appointment of Moore Ruble Yudell (MRY) to lead
the masterplanning team. He said the team was
chosen following an extensive international 
competition and their track record and experience in
campus planning and in the development of urban
community and health facilities made them an
excellent choice. 
“I look forward to working with the Moore Ruble
Yudell team, and their Irish partners in this project,
Duffy Mitchell O’Donoghue. It is a matter of pride
that there are graduates of DIT’s renowned School of
Architecture among the Principals not only in the Irish
team but also on the MRY team which is based in
California. James Mary O’Connor, the team leader
from MRY tells me he was born in Phibsboro — close
to the Grangegorman site and indeed to his alma
mater at DIT Bolton Street.!”
Currently DIT is located on six main campus sites
around Dublin city centre. Professor Norton noted by
locating all its activities on one campus DIT will be
able to optimise opportunities for cross-disciplinary
developments, both internally and with other
partners including the HSE, Dublin City Council,
Dublin Chamber of Commerce and state agencies
including the IDA and Enterprise Ireland. “This
project, though, is not an end in itself — it is a means
to ensuring that we can achieve our strategic goals.
DIT celebrates 120 years of excellence in education
in this academic year. This development will enable
us to continue to fulfil our mission of serving
educational, cultural, social and economic needs
locally and nationally, with world-class facilities for
students.”
For more information on the DIT campus project, 
see http://www.dit.ie/DIT/news/grangegorman/
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“This is a major step towards realising the goal of developing
a single campus for DIT as part of the overall Grangegorman
project which will transform this part of the city.”
An Taoiseach Bertie Ahern with John Mitchell, DMOD who will lead the Masterplanning team.
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
62nd European Study Group with Industry 
21st — 25th January 2008
The 62nd European Study Group with Industry (ESGI) will take
place at the University of Limerick from 21st to 25th January 2008.
This event is organized by MACSI (Mathematics Applications
Consortium for Science and Industry) and is the first ever to be held
in Ireland. 
The Study Groups with Industry are week long brainstorming
sessions where academic applied mathematicians and company
representatives work together towards the solution of an industrial
problem. Almost all industrial problems have some mathematical
aspect to them, although this may not always be recognisable at
first sight!
Companies are invited to propose problems to be addressed at
study groups. This offers the opportunity to meet international
experts and students in mathematical modelling who are
interested in the solution of industrial problems. Depending on 
the scale and complexity of the project, either a comprehensive
analysis of the problem or initial modelling and development of 
the solution process, is provided. A detailed technical report
discussing recommended solution strategies is also compiled. In
the majority of cases, the work done at ESGI meetings provides
sufficient material for the company to complete the solution
process in-house.
In addition, the Study Groups will provide opportunities for
additional consulting and collaboration between industrial and
academic participants after the meeting.
As this is the first study group to be held in Ireland, MACSI through
the Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) will fund the direct costs and
so there will be no charge for proposing a problem. It is only
required that a representative of the company remain at the study
group for the duration of the week to ensure the best results
possible are achieved. 
For more details, see http://www.macsi.ie/esgi62 or 
contact dana.mackey@dit.ie or jenny.wright@ul.ie. 
See also http://www.math-in-industry.org for more
information on study groups, including past case studies
DIT School of Chemical an
d Pharmaceutical Sciences
 in collaboration 
with the Department of Ex
perimental Physics, NUIG, 
has developed 
and delivered a short cours
e in workplace noise risk as
sessment. 
This short course was offer
ed in context of the curren
t legislative 
requirements. 
The course has been delive
red by a number of experts
 in the area of 
noise measurement and oc
cupational hygiene in DIT a
nd travels to 
NUIG at the end of Novem
ber and attracts a DIT CPD
 certificate. 
Participants from a variety 
of work environments atten
ded reflecting 
the demand for such focus
ed courses designed to ass
ist employers 
to meet their statutory obli
gations.
For further information: 
patricia.ennis@dit.ie
In January, DIT’s Food Prod
uct Development Centre w
ill deliver a sensory
analysis training course to 
food company staff interes
ted in developing 
in-house sensory training p
anels. The use of sensory a
nalysis techniques
has been identified as an im
portant tool in the product
 development,
process improvement or m
arket research areas. The c
ourse is aimed at
staff with little formal expe
rience of sensory science a
nd who wish to
understand the basic princ
iples involved. The course 
will also help
delegates to understand th
eir own sensory acuity, thro
ugh a series of
practical sessions, and furt
her develop their own desc
riptive ability. 
The sensory analysis trainin
g covers:
• Principles of sensory e
valuation 
• Methodologies
• How to set up and train
 your own in-house panel 
• Practical consideration
s
• Evaluation of results
The course will be of bene
fit to those involved in qua
lity assurance,
product development and
 marketing.
For more details contact
 fpdc@dit.ie
COMPETENCY BASED TR
AINING IN 
WORKPLACE NOISE RISK
 ASSESSMENT
Sensory analysis training cour
se
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SFI funds industry
-academia projects
PRTLI funding for DIT
I N ITS LARGEST FUNDING EFFORT UNDER THE CENTRES FORSCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY (CSET) AND NEWSTRATEGIC RESEARCH CLUSTERS (SRC) PROGRAMMES, THE
SCIENCE FOUNDATION IRELAND (SFI) HAS AWARDED €87 MILLION
TO A NUMBER OF INDUSTRY-ACADEMIC RESEARCH PROJECTS. 
The projects involve 11 academic institutions and 48 companies — 
both indigenous and multinational — and will address questions of
biotechnology and information and communication technology (ICT).
One CSET project dedicated to next-generation localisation will receive
support, as will 12 SRCs attempting to establish, for instance, an
immunology research centre, a network of excellence for functional
biomaterials and an Irish drug delivery research network. 
‘SFI has established some of the most significant and innovative 
awards offered anywhere in the world for research that brings together
academic and industrial partners,’ said the Irish Minister for Enterprise,
Trade and Employment, Micheál Martin. ‘Measures such as the SFI
CSETs and SRCs provide the mechanisms for new innovative research
and entrepreneurial leadership and real opportunities for reshaping
Ireland’s economy through science. These collaborations therefore are
central to the Government’s long-term economic strategy in building
Ireland's new knowledge-driven economy.’ 
‘Today’s research award recipients and the teams they have assembled
are of world-class calibre,’ Professor Frank Gannon, Director General of
the SFI, added. ‘I believe that the initiatives to be undertaken by SFI over
the coming seven years will provide a cornerstone for Ireland’s future
economic development, with CSETs and SRCs playing a key role.’ 
The research funding is part of Ireland’s Strategy for Science Technology
and Innovation 2006 to 2013, under which the Irish government plans 
to invest €2.7 billion in research before the end of 2008 in order to
strengthen science and innovation in the country.
For further information, please visit: http://www.sfi.ie
FOLLOWING SUBMISSIONS FOR RESEARCH FUNDING UNDERTHE PROGRAMME FOR THIRD LEVEL RESEARCH (PRTLI) CYCLE4, DIT IS TO RECEIVE A TOTAL OF €8.9 MILLION FOR THREE 
OF THE FOUR PROJECTS FOR WHICH FUNDING WAS SOUGHT. 
THE SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS INCLUDE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF CREATIVE ARTS AND MEDIA, IN 
COLLABORATION WITH NCAD AND UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER, AND
TWO SIGNIFICANT SCIENTIFIC PROJECTS — IN THE AREAS OF
NANOSCIENCE AND BIOPHOTONICS — IN COLLABORATION WITH
A NUMBER OF UNIVERSITIES AND INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY.
PRTLI was launched in 1999 and provides integrated financial support
for institutional strategies, programmes and infra-structure. This funding
provides institutions with the capacity and incentive to formulate and
implement research strategies, enabling the formation of critical mass
and world level capacity in key areas of research.
Dr Hugh Byrne, Manager of DIT’s FOCAS Institute, said that DIT was
delighted to be involved in NanoTeire, in collaboration with six universities
and Cork Institute of Technology. “NanoTeire creates a nationally
integrated nanoscience and nanotechnology activity which will enable
us to leverage existing capabilities and will elevate the national activity
to become internationally leading. The total amount awarded is €31m,
of which DIT will receive €4.26 m. This funding will enable the FOCAS
Institute to contribute nanomaterial characterisation and toxicological
assessment to the consortium, as well as expertise in promoting public
awareness and education in the field.”
DIT is also involved in the successful National Biophotonics and Imaging
Platform (NBIP) bid, which attracted total funding of €30m. In this project
DIT will collaborate with six universities to provide an integrated access
and training infrastructure in research, education, technology development
and industry collaboration for the State’s investment in biophotonics 
and imaging for medical applications. The FOCAS Institute will
contribute unique expertise nationally in spectroscopic analysis of cell
cultures and tissue samples, adding the dimension of chemical analysis 
to complement other imaging techniques. A training programme in
biophotonics and imaging will also be part of NBIP. 
These two projects will fund around 10 postgraduate students, 4
postdoctoral researchers and 1 research technician. Many others will
connect with the research thorough undergraduate projects and the
utilisation of core equipment being purchased under the scheme. 
Sun thin client technology gives DIT
computer graduates competitive edge
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (DIT) SCHOOL OFCOMPUTING, THROUGH HORIZON OPEN SYSTEMS, HASINSTALLED A SUNRAY THIN CLIENT COMPUTER LABORATORY
AT ITS KEVIN STREET CAMPUS. THE BENEFITS OF THE NEW
LABORATORY FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF INCLUDE, LOW COST, 
NO MAINTENANCE DEVICES, ENERGY SAVINGS, SESSION
MOBILITY AND PROFICIENCY IN UNIX AND WINDOWS SYSTEMS.
“Thin clients are low cost, no maintenance devices. The thin client
architecture removes everything from the desktop except the physical
components a user needs — keyboard, mouse, screen, audio input and
output and USB connectivity” said Mike Ryan, Partner Sales Manager,
Sun Microsystems Ireland. “The full power and performance of a server
is delivered to the desktop, through centralisation and the sharing of
resources, including CPU, disk and memory consolidated on shared
servers. Unlike PC’s, if the thin client should fail for any reason, the
previous session is saved on the server so data is not lost and can be
easily retrieved.”
Session mobility is supported through the use of a smart card which slots
into the thin client device. A lecturer or student may remove the card to
leave their disconnected sessions running on various servers and return
to them at a later stage without having to shut down or start up a PC.
Over 100 students, from 2nd, 3rd, and 4th year computing courses, 
have been using the system on a daily basis for courses in geographical
information systems (GIS), system administration, system security 
and programming.
“The system is particularly good for showcasing GIS applications where
images, often in excess of 250 MB in size, are viewed by around 20
students at the same time”, said Mark Foley, lecturer at the School of
Computing, DIT. “Normally, if executed on client Windows PCs this
would put a huge strain on the network and also the data centre when
the data is dispatched from the server across the network. However as 
all the information resides on the server, the SunRay terminals overcome
this potential bottleneck and perform head and shoulders above other
solutions available.”
l–r Mike Ryan, (Partner Sales Manager Sun Microsystems Ireland), Ciaran Doherty, (Sales
Director, Horizon Open Systems), Mark Deegan, (Lecturer, School of Computing, DIT)
The typical power consumption of a SunRay is only 4 watts — about 5
percent of a PC — which means that the client doesn’t produce as much
heat or require the noisy fan of a PC. It’s silent, and it runs cooler which
improves reliability. Some of the students have commented that it is
preferable to study in the SunRay computer lab even when access to the
system is not required as it is generally quieter and more peaceful than
the library. Efforts at the School of Computing have been focused on
convincing staff and students to consider using thin client technologies
on a daily basis in addition to or as replacements for traditional PCs.
“It is not reasonable to expect computing graduates to be competitive
upon entering the workforce if they are not equally competent in using
Unix and Windows systems,” said Mark Deegan, lecturer at the DIT
School of Computing. “We must present students with equal opportunity
to develop desktop and system administration skills on both Windows
and Unix systems.”
The SunRay laboratory will provide staff and students with access to
Solaris 10, Suse LINUX and Microsoft Windows. In addition to a student
lab of SunRays, an increasing number of staff have installed SunRay
devices as laptop or desktop replacements.
“The system, allows for a graphical log on to a system with Linux,
Windows and Solaris running side-by-side and it allows for a unified
authentication infrastructure and single storage for all systems,” said
Ciaran Doherty, Sales Director, Horizon Open Systems. “The single
username/password combination and the single storage, greatly simplify
the user experience over using diverse systems with different logon 
and storage schemes.” 
Fourth year Computer Science student David Markey, helped to
implement the system as part of his final year project. “The students
love the system as we have the best of all worlds and can decide which
operating systems to use. The potential for expansion is evident and it 
is understood that the system will be considered as an option to replace
the current PC-centered infrastructure in the School of Computing and
for the planned amalgamated DIT campus at Grangegorman.”
“It is not reasonable to expect computing graduates to be 
competitive upon entering the workforce if they are not 
equally competent in using Unix and Windows systems,”
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Mike Ryan, (Partner Sales Manager Sun Microsystems Ireland),
Mark Deegan, (Lecturer, School of Computing, DIT), David
Markey, (DIT Graduate, School of Computing), Ciaran Doherty,
(Sales Director, Horizon Open Systems). 
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How does D
IT define 
eLearning?
For DIT, the eLe
arning initiative 
comes under its
 strategic aim to
enhance a learn
er-centred envir
onment. To that
 end, eLearning 
is
about moving to
wards an environ
ment where stud
ents become
active rather tha
n passive learne
rs. The idea is th
at, in this interne
t
age where inform
ation can be had
 about any topic
 imaginable
with just a coupl
e of keystrokes, 
the lecturer shou
ld become a
facilitator of lear
ning rather than
 a knowledge tra
nsmitter. So 
I guess eLearnin
g is a philosophy
 of education rat
her than a 
mode of conten
t delivery: in fact
, I’ve heard it sai
d that eLearning
 
stands for “enha
nced learning” r
ather than “elec
tronic learning”.
Do you thi
nk the pub
lic and co
mpanies ar
e
confused a
bout what 
eLearning 
is?
Well, in many wa
ys we are still de
fining what exac
tly eLearning is,
so I guess it isn’t
 surprising if the
re is confusion o
ut there. At the
end of the 1990
s there was an id
ea that students
 would sit alone
at computers an
d learn from the
 internet or (mor
e likely at that
time) CD-Roms.
 For most peopl
e this does not p
rovide a very
satisfactory learn
ing experience, 
as many organiz
ations discovere
d
when they purch
ased off-the-she
lf eLearning cou
rses: the CDs
generally sat un
used. It is ackno
wledged now th
at people
generally prefer
 to be guided by
 a real-life instru
ctor and are use
d
to learning in a c
lassroom setting
, and so they are
n’t going to
abandon the tra
ditional modes e
ntirely. So what w
e’re aiming for
is a use of techn
ology that takes
 the best of the t
ried-and-tested
methods and ma
rries them to the
 vast amounts of
 information
now available ou
tside the confine
s of the classroo
m and the
textbooks to giv
e a fulfilling exp
erience of learni
ng that satisfies
both the studen
t and the instruc
tor.
How do you
 go about d
eveloping 
an eLearni
ng
course?
For the most pa
rt, our use of tec
hnologies is to c
omplement 
face-to-face tea
ching, what is ca
lled ‘blended lea
rning’. 
Lecturers genera
lly tend to use th
e virtual learning
 environment
as a medium for
 communication
 with students, w
here course
notes, assignme
nts, assessments
 and the like are
 uploaded. 
The learning tec
hnology team, w
hich I lead, prov
ides advice on 
the best and mo
st effective way 
to do this. When
 it comes to
programmes tha
t are delivered fu
lly online, the pl
anning process
is much more rig
orous: every det
ail of the online 
component is
planned in adva
nce so that the s
tudent experien
ce is a good 
one. In many wa
ys, the experien
ce of most lectu
rers is that
designing an on
line course is mu
ch more time-co
nsuming 
than they imagin
ed.
What resou
rces do st
udents rec
eive onlin
e?
In addition to th
e course materia
ls mentioned ab
ove, DIT
students have ac
cess to library, st
udy-skills and ex
am tips, online
maths support, a
nd student supp
ort services inclu
ding careers
and counselling
 through the virt
ual learning env
ironment. In the
past year, the sy
stem was access
ed by over 11,00
0 students, 
and just over ha
lf of these were 
logging in from 
outside the DIT
network (in the p
revious year it w
as just one-third
). This suggests
that students are
 now using these
 resources witho
ut being
physically prese
nt in DIT, and th
at in consequen
ce their study
patterns are cha
nging. 
How are st
udents sup
ported on 
eLearning 
courses?
Well, the philoso
phy behind mos
t eLearning bein
g created today
tends to empha
size a constructi
vist approach to
 education and
knowledge crea
tion: the empha
sis is on the stud
ents working
together to help
 one another rat
her than relying 
exclusively on
the lecturer for g
uidance. One ex
ample of how th
is is used in
practice is that a
 lecturer might a
sk students in th
e first instance 
to post any subj
ect-matter ques
tions they have t
o the class onlin
e
discussion forum
 for their fellow-s
tudents to answ
er, the lecturer
intervening only
 to confirm or co
rrect the replies 
received. In this
manner, not only
 do students beg
in to learn from 
each other, but
also the lecturer 
does not need to
 repeatedly clarif
y difficult points.
What sort 
of feedbac
k have you
 received 
from
students o
n eLearnin
g courses?
Students overall
 are very positive
 about the onlin
e components 
of their courses,
 and continue to
 ask that more u
se be made by
lecturers of the v
irtual learning en
vironment. But s
tudents also are
most comfortab
le in the traditio
nal classroom se
tting: the notion
of a fully online c
ourse with no hu
man contact is g
enerally not one
that they have e
xperienced in th
eir education pr
ior to their arriva
l
at DIT. The drive
 towards more a
ctive learning ca
n therefore be
something of a s
hock to the syste
m. However, wh
en it is done
well, most stude
nts start to enga
ge more with the
ir course and
with their collea
gues in the blen
ded learning en
vironment. 
What do th
e lecturer
s say abou
t eLearnin
g?
Lecturer enthusi
asm continues to
 grow. Since the
 eLearning 
initiative began 
in DIT in 2002, a
lmost 1,000 mem
bers of staff
have had some f
orm of training i
n the introductio
n of technology
to their practice
. Once they get 
over the initial h
urdles of learnin
g
to use the softw
are, they tend to
 quickly integrat
e it into their
work. At first, the
y can find it time
-consuming to c
reate online
components for
 the materials tra
ditionally delive
red face-to-face
,
but most discov
er that in the lon
g-run this time is
 worth it. One of
the big problem
s we face, howe
ver, is recognitio
n for time spent
in designing and
 delivering eLea
rning; academic
 contracts focus
on contact hour
s in the classroo
m, but eLearning
 does not
necessarily invol
ve this. And so o
ur administrative
 systems 
need to catch up
 with what is hap
pening in practic
e.
What sort 
of courses
 does DIT d
eliver onl
ine?
At the moment,
 almost every un
dergraduate deg
ree programme
at DIT has some
 online elements
 which are used 
to supplement
the traditional cl
assroom session
s. Demand is gro
wing, however,
for courses with 
a larger online e
lement, especia
lly in the areas o
f
part-time progra
mmes and conti
nued profession
al development
.
While we believ
e that eLearning
 works best whe
n there is some
human contact (
e.g. students att
end an induction
 session at 
DIT in the first in
stance but comp
lete the rest of th
e programme
online) we have 
been piloting so
me fully online c
ourses with very
positive results. 
Do you hav
e to have b
e an IT wiz
 to do an 
eLearning 
course?
As a student, yo
u need basic IT l
iteracy to begin:
 you need to be
able to point an
d click with a mo
use and use a ke
yboard. We have
an online modul
e which is used t
o help you to de
velop these skills
.
How do you
 see eLear
ning devel
oping in D
IT over
the next f
ew years?
DIT is the larges
t provider of par
t-time courses in
 the country, 
and I think that y
ou will probably
 see more and m
ore of those
offerings availab
le online, with o
r without a face-
to-face element
involved. Contin
ued professiona
l development is
 one area where
we have already
 developed stren
gths, and we wil
l continue 
to do so. I do no
t think that we w
ill begin to offer
 full degrees 
online in the imm
ediate future, bu
t as we are now 
following a
modular system
, it may soon be
 possible to take
 some or most
components of a
 programme onl
ine. Overall, DIT
’s aim is that 
the student expe
rience online is a
lways a fulfilling 
one, and 
this means a lot 
of hard work beh
ind the scenes, w
ith profound
changes in work
ing practices on
 the part of the l
ecturer and
administrators. I
t will take a while
 for us to get all 
these elements
right, but we’re 
on the way!
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
SalesWISE graduates move ‘ahead of the curve’
A group of senior sales professionals from Irish SMEs received
Postgraduate Diplomas in Sales Management and Diplomas in
Sales Management (CPD) at a ceremony in St Patrick’s Cathedral
recently. The group of forty graduates had successfully completed
the SalesWISE sales management programme, a unique executive
education course that offers high level training with a special
emphasis on practice and implementation.  
SalesWISE is a joint initiative from the DIT and FÁS which was
developed in direct response to the government’s Enterprise
Strategy Group report Ahead of the Curve. The report outlines
a medium term enterprise strategy for Ireland which aims 
to build competitive advantage, promote innovation and 
sustain employment. Ahead of the Curve identifies education 
and training for senior sales people as a key driver for the 
achievement of these goals.
In order to successfully build capability in sales management at 
a domestic level DIT has assembled a panel of expert trainers 
to deliver SalesWISE over eight two-day modules. Generous 
participant funding is provided by FÁS. A comprehensive range 
of key sales management topics are covered such as sales process,
key account management, consultative selling and negotiation,
sales strategy and sales force management. Training is supported
by a coaching intervention which teams each participant with a
professional sales coach who provides one-on-one feedback to
further drive the implementation of programme learning.
This was the first group of SalesWISE graduates and there was
general agreement amongst participants that the programme has
made a positive difference to them and their businesses. Ciaran
Quinlan, Managing Director of Kerry based Whitehorse Business
Services cited two key impacts “I have implemented a number of
changes since undertaking the course” he said “including redefining
our value proposition and better understanding our customer’s
needs”. Brian O’Keeffe, Director of Somex summed up his 
experience in one sentence — “it has changed the way that I 
do business, for the better”.
Graduates from the SalesWise class of 2007 pictured below. 
To learn more about the next SalesWISE programme and read
testimonials from current participants visit www.saleswise.ie 
or t. Justine Emoe at t: 01 402 7041.
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DIT Hosts seminar on Wood fuelled Heating Systems
ASEMINAR  WAS ORGANISED  BY DIT’S OFFICE OF INNOVATION AND INDUSTRY SERVICES (BUILT ENVIRONMENT), WITH THE KIND FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AS PART OF 
THE INSTITUTE’S TIMBER SECTOR TRAINING INITIATIVE.
With the issue of energy generation and its use coming under the
spotlight, the seminar was a timely opportunity for participants to 
hear the views of leading experts and engage in lively discussion on
the topic. Speaking at the event were Mary Ryan, Forestry Specialist 
with Teagasc, Brian O’Mahony, Programme Manager of SEI’s Greener
Homes Scheme, Ross Rabette, Business Development Manager with
Clearpower Ltd, and Peter Cafferkey, Higher Executive Officer with 
the Forest Service. According to David Kirk, DIT, who chaired the 
seminar;
“Sustainability is now a key element of 
our decision making process and highlights
the need for significant changes in our 
environmental, economic and social 
behaviour. With almost half of the energy-
related CO2 emissions being accounted
for by energy use in buildings, alternatively
fuelled heating systems have attracted 
considerable attention at national,
European and international level.”
The seminar, which was well attended by representatives from the 
construction industry, engineering, architecture and the public sector,
heard that there has been a re-emergence of wood as a fuel in the
drive towards renewable energy systems, resulting in many interesting
opportunities and challenges in terms of design, scope and fuel supply
for wood-fuelled heating systems. To further support discussion in the
adoption of renewable energy in Ireland, DIT will be organising a series
of similar events during 2008, examining the range of renewable energy
alternatives currently available.
From Left to Right: David Kirk (Head of Innovation & Industry
Services, DIT), Brian O’Mahony (Programme Manager with Green
Homes Scheme, SEI), Mary Ryan (Forestry Specialist, Teagasc), 
Ross Rabette (Business Development Manager, Clearpower Ltd.),
and Peter Cafferkey (Higher Executive Officer, Forestry Promotion
& Training Section, Forest Service).
For further details please contact David Kirk, Head of Innovation
and Industry Services, Faculty of the Built Environment
t: 01 402 7636, e: david.kirk@dit.ie
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THE STRATEGIC THERAPEUTICS AND RESEARCH TEAM
THE STRATEGIC
 THERAPEUTICS
 AND RESEARC
H TEAM (START
)
WAS RECENTLY
 ESTABLISHED A
T DIT COMPRIS
ING RESEARCH
ERS
FROM THE SCH
OOL OF CHEMI
CAL AND PHAR
MACEUTICAL
SCIENCES (FAC
ULTY OF SCIEN
CE), THE FOCA
S INSTITUTE AN
D
THE INORGANI
C PHARMACEU
TICAL AND BIO
MIMETIC RESEA
RCH
GROUP (FACUL
TY OF TOURISM
 AND FOOD) IN
 ASSOCIATION 
WITH COLLEAG
UES FROM THE
 RADIATION AN
D ENVIRONMEN
TAL
SCIENCE CENT
RE. THIS CROSS
-FACULTY TEAM
 IS TRULY INTER
-
DISCIPLINARY A
ND IS THE FIRST
 STRATEGIC PH
ARMACEUTICA
L
RESEARCH TEA
M IN THE INSTI
TUTE. THE RESE
ARCH INVOLVE
S 
THE FOLLOWIN
G THREE COGN
ATE STREAMS:
• Inorganic ch
emotherapeutic
s (Prof Michael D
evereux & Dr De
nis 
O’Shea)
• Organic che
motherapeutics
 (Dr Claire McDo
nnell & Dr Sarah
 
Rawe)
• Drug purific
ation and delive
ry (Dr Mary McN
amara & Dr Chri
stine 
O’Connor)
Brief descriptio
ns of current pr
ojects are given
 below:
Novel Transitio
n Metal comple
xes: Synthesis &
 Pharmaceutica
l
Applications:Th
is project seeks 
to extend the ra
nge of metal-ba
sed 
anti-fungal drugs
 already develop
ed by this group.
 The chemothera
peutic
potential of the 
compounds are 
also assessed.
Stable Silver(I) 
Chelates: Pote
ntial Metallo-Ph
armaceuticals:
The project invo
lves the synthes
is of silver(I) carb
oxylate complex
es
incorporating ch
elating phosphin
e groups which a
re known to form
 
non-cytotoxic co
mplexes with se
lected metals. T
he novel compo
unds
are screened for
 antimicrobial ac
tivity.
Synthesis of Po
rphyrin Conjug
ates as Antican
cer Agents:
In this project a 
second anticanc
er drug is linked
 to a photodyna
mic
therapy agent to
 produce a conju
gate that will be
 an extremely
efficient, low do
se treatment for
 tumours, resilie
nt to the 
development of
 drug resistance
.  
Investigation o
f Metal Comple
xing Routes to 
Arene 
trans-Dihydrod
iols
This project con
centrates on dev
eloping a viable
 route for conve
rsion
of arene cis-dihy
drodiols to their
 trans-isomers w
hich are importa
nt
chiral building b
locks for the pha
rma sector.
Development o
f Separation Te
chniques for Am
ino Acids
In this work, cycl
odextrins are uti
lised for their ab
ility to act as hos
ts
for guest specie
s The intended p
urpose for these
 materials is thei
r 
use as chiral sele
ctors for the sepa
ration of enantio
mers of chiral 
pharmaceuticals
.
Metallopharma
ceuticals as Pho
toactivatable A
nticancer Drug
s
Ruthenium thera
peutics have be
en investigated 
in recent years 
and preliminary 
studies have sho
wn them to be u
seful as potentia
l
chemotherapeu
tic agents. This r
esearch involves
 the synthesis 
of Ru(II) complex
es, with some he
terocyclic ligand
s to make novel
complexes.
All of this work is
 carried out at th
e FOCAS Institu
te DIT, which 
provides state-o
f-art facilities for
 the group.
Contact: Dr Ma
ry McNamara, 
Faculty Head o
f Research, 
DIT Kevin St. D
ublin 8
t: 01 402 4781
e: Mary.McNam
ara@dit.ie
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2008 — International 
year of the potato
DEVELOPMENT OF A NOVEL CMOS 
GEIGER-MODE AVALANCHE PHOTODIODE
Dr Aoife Moloney, Dr Andreas Chwarzbacher 
and Dr Gerald Farrell
T HE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE POTATO WAS OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK ON 18 OCTOBER 
2007. THE DAY'S CELEBRATIONS INCLUDED THE OFFICIAL 
LAUNCHING CEREMONY, HELD IN THE ECOSOC CHAMBER, 
A SPECIAL SUPPORTING EVENT FOR IYP PARTNERS, AND 
AN EXHIBIT ON POTATO AND IYP FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
The celebration of the International Year of the Potato (IYP) will raise
awareness of the importance of the potato — and of agriculture in
general — in addressing issues of global concern, including hunger,
poverty and threats to the environment. 
Mr. Trevor Sargent T.D., Minister for Food and Horticulture at the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food announced that, “Ireland
will provide significant funding, starting with an initial payment of
$150,000, to support the activities of the UN Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), which is the lead United Nations’ agency for
implementation of the International Year of the Potato. The coming 
year (2008) has been designated as the United Nations’ International
Year of the Potato. Throughout the world, governments, scientists,
farmers and others will focus on the potential of the potato to improve
food security and nutrition and to reduce hunger and poverty. Ireland 
is committed to play a major part in view of the fact that the potato is 
the third most important food crop in the world.” 
Minister Sargent added, “Funding provided by Ireland will go to 
support FAO activities. Activities will include information generation 
and dissemination through conferences and symposia to review 
research policies and chart the future direction of the sector. This will
include a major conference run by the International Potato Centre in
Peru in March 2008 focusing on the application of potato science for 
the poor. It is hoped to encourage action throughout the developing
world to focus on potato systems including crop yields, extension
training on improved varieties and production systems.”
To mark the IYP at home, Ireland will also organise a national programme
of events for 2008 with an emphasis on nutrition. This will include 
activities for schools including a primary school competition that aims to
promote both the awareness and the growing of the potato. Schools will
be provided with a growing kit and will be encouraged to monitor the
growing of the potato over the period of the school term. In addition
there will be a website devoted to the potato and throughout the year
agricultural show and heritage centres will feature the potato.
This project, aimed at developing a novel CMOS (complementary 
metal-oxide-semiconductor) compatible Geiger-mode avalanche
photodiode has been awarded funding under the Enterprise Ireland
‘Proof of Concept’ scheme. This scheme awards funding to individuals 
or small groups for short applied projects that develop a product
concept through to a stage where a route to commercialisation is clear.
The purpose of the funding is to support academic researchers in
establishing that a scientific concept is robust, addresses a viable 
market and is not encumbered by intellectual property considerations.
The project is a collaboration between the School of Electronic and
Communications Engineering’s photonics and VLSI (very large scale
integration) research groups. Dr Moloney and Dr Farrell are part of the
photonics group which is based in the AOC (Applied Optoelectronics
Centre) a research centre that was established in the School in 1996 and
has an excellent research track record and very close ties with industry.
Dr Andreas Schwarzbacher is an experienced researcher in the area of
low power VLSI design and he manages the VLSI research group.
The project examines the technical and commercial potential of a 
CMOS compatible Geiger-mode avalanche photodiode for single
photon counting. Photon counting is the technique of choice when
measuring low level optical signals. The intensity of the signal is
measured by counting the number of photons detected during the
measurement time. Traditionally photon counting modules have been
employed in industrial and scientific fields such as single molecule
detection, fluorescence spectrometry and quantum cryptography.
However, recently more diverse applications such as high sensitivity
imaging and free-space optical communications have been reported.
Avalanche photodiodes biased above the breakdown voltage in 
Geiger-mode (known as Geiger-mode avalanche photodiodes (GMAPs))
can be used for single photon detection. This project aims to develop a
CMOS GMAP. CMOS compatibility offers advantages such as low cost,
high yield, low power consumption and mature reliable processing.
More importantly, however, CMOS processing is desirable since it 
facilitates integration of the detector and electronics on the same silicon
substrate which has been shown to drastically reduce parasitics thereby
reducing photodiode response time. A fast response time is desirable so
that the diode’s total dead time (time when the detector cannot detect a
photon) does not limit the photon counting rate. Furthermore, CMOS
with its planar technology enables the fabrication of arrays of detectors
which are necessary for imaging and parallel detection. The project will 
involve the development of a proof of concept CMOS GMAP using
a commercial CMOS process together with an initial investigation 
of the commercial potential of the technology. 
The work will be carried out over twelve months and Enterprise Ireland
has awarded €72,663 to fund the research with €58,663 to pay for a
senior postdoctoral researcher, €11,000 for materials and equipment
and €3,000 for travel. 
THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY CONTINUES TO GROW
GLOBALLY WITH SIGNIFICANT RECENT CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
APPROVALS IN MANY LOCATIONS AROUND THE WORLD
INCLUDING IRELAND, SINGAPORE AND THE UNITED STATES.
Ireland has emerged as a key cluster for the manufacture of (Bio)
Pharmaceuticals, with rapid growth in the number of new facilities
being located here. Ireland’s success in attracting these major
capital investments didn’t start today or yesterday and our well
documented success in this high technology industry did not
come around by chance either, rather it was from the culmination
of over 10-years of planning.
The Lisbon Agenda noted that ‘the potential applications of the
life sciences and biotechnology offer an increasing source of
wealth in the future, which will lead to the creation of jobs and
offer new opportunities for investment’. Ireland identified this
emerging science as a target for investment, both from a 
manufacturing and a research point of view. This has led to a 
rapidly growing (Bio) Pharmaceutical industry in Ireland — and 
the specialist technologies associated with supporting it.   
The (Bio) Pharmaceutical industry is highly regulated, and follows
strict quality procedures. One of the key areas in the start-up 
and operation of a (Bio) Pharmaceutical manufacturing facility 
is validation, i.e. that the facility is producing the product to the
standards and quality that are intended and required. However, 
no formal education in validation was available in Europe or
elsewhere prior to the development of BSc and MSc accredited
programmes in validation by the Dublin Institute of Technology
and their industry partner DPS Engineering. DPS (Dedicated
Pharmaceutical Specialists) are a major process design and project
management engineering consultancy dedicated to supporting
the pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical industry and who 
have specialist capabilities in the technology of Validation. 
Pictured above are Dr Anne Greene (left), Gerry Creanor, DPS
(right) with one of the graduates
The combination of the industry specific experience of DPS in 
the validation of major (Bio) Pharmaceutical manufacturing facilities
and the underpinning science of validation which comes from 
the Dublin Institute of Technology, has resulted in an innovative
education program in the science and engineering of the 
technology of validation.  
These BSc and MSc programs can be delivered in a modular
manner on evenings and weekends for those in employment 
who wish to up-skill themselves — or re-skill themselves if 
they’re looking for a career change from another industry into the
expanding (Bio) Pharmaceutical manufacturing industry in Ireland.
This education is being delivered in Ireland and the UK and over
200 people in the last 18-months have attended these programs,
benefitting from Government funding support for up-skilling and
re-skilling those already in the workplace, i.e. the FÁS CDP and
Skillnet funding programs.  
In addition to Ireland, this validation program has recently
commenced in Singapore, another major emerging (Bio) 
Pharmaceutical manufacturing cluster. Singapore has had an
awareness of the quality of (Bio) Pharmaceutical education in
Europe for a long time, and sends a large number of students 
to Europe to study on an annual basis, with a view to them
returning home to take up key positions in the BioMedical 
sector. The DIT/DPS Validation programme is designed to 
bring from Europe into Singapore the highly specialist validation
education, so as engineers and scientists can be trained locally
in the technology of validation. Locally based training and
education is seen by the Government and the (Bio) Pharmaceutical
industry there as key to resource the recently secured major capital
investment programs, which will amount to US$2.5 billion over 
the next 5-years.  
For more information on this programme 
contact anne.greene@dit.ie
DIT/DPS ENGINEERING PARTNERSHIP LEADS THE 
WAY IN VALIDATION EDUCATION AND TRAINING
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
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Automobile industry call for more R&D
THE EUROPEAN AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY WOULD LIKE TO SEE
MORE INVESTED IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) IN
ORDER TO MEET EMERGING CHALLENGES THAT WILL AFFECT
TRANSPORT. 
The European Council for Automotive R&D (EUCAR) held its 
annual conference on the 8th November, where participants
agreed that important results were achieved during 2007.
However, ‘new challenges for the future have been identified. We
see a need to increase research activity and contributions,’ said
Lars-Göran Rosengren, Volvo vice president for innovation and
strategy, and EUCAR chairman during 2007. ‘It is vital to have an
integrated approach involving the energy and fuel industry, the
suppliers, users and vehicle owners, traffic and transport operators,
and key authorities at EU and state level,’ Mr Rosengren added.
One of the challenges identified by Mr Rosengren could be new
regulations on CO2 emissions that are currently making their way
through the EU’s legislative process. 
Looking ahead to 2008, incoming EUCAR chairman Christoph 
Huss of BMW said that increased collaboration between all key
stakeholders will enable the industry to both deliver timely results
and to step up R&D. He highlighted renewable energy production
and alternative fuels as the priority research areas for the decades
to come. ‘Mobility and transport of goods and persons are areas
where the automotive industry should further strengthen its
engagement, and EUCAR will be used as our common body 
to do that,’ said Mr Huss. 
Road transport is under pressure from several angles in Europe.
The demand for mobility and the transport of goods is increasing 
in many regions, but the road network has already reached full
capacity in some parts of Europe. In addition, the price of raw
materials is increasing, and evidence about the impact of emissions
on climate change has put pressure on the automotive industry to
produce ‘cleaner’ cars. 
In February the European Commission adopted a proposal on
introducing upper limits for the CO2 emissions from cars. At the
end of October the European Parliament adopted a report on the
proposal, backing the CO2 cuts. Despite the fact that ‘the technology
is there to make a significant difference in a short period of time,
industry has stalled in reducing CO2 emissions,’ notes UK MEP and
rapporteur Chris Davies. MEPs backed the Commission’s proposal
to limit the average emissions from passenger cars on the EU
market to 125 grams of CO2 per kilometre as of 2015. This target
should be met by ‘technical means alone’, which means that
manufacturers cannot rely on other CO2-saving measures such 
as biofuels, special tyres or improved air-conditioning systems. 
Recognising that these targets are challenging, MEPs voted to
allow manufacturers to exclude ‘500 identified vehicles annually
from inclusion in the data used to determine average emissions’. 
The European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) has
supported a cut in CO2 emissions from cars, but cautioned against
an 'excessive focus on vehicle technology’. ‘The appropriate
solution to reduce CO2 emissions from cars and to safeguard jobs
and investments in Europe is an integrated approach, combining
further improvements in vehicle technology, an increased use of
alternative fuels, improved infrastructure and traffic management, 
a more economic driving style and harmonised CO2 related
taxation,’ reads an ACEA statement.
For further information: 
http://www.acea.be
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/co2/co2_home.htm
D
R STEVE JERRA
MS DIT’S HEAD
 OF RESEARCH 
AND
PAUL KILKENNY
, PRESIDENT’S O
FFICE, DIT, REC
ENTLY
DISCUSSED PRO
OF OF CONCEP
T FUNDING WIT
H
KEVIN DONNEL
LY, INDUSTRIAL
 TECHNOLOGIE
S, ENTERPRISE
IRELAND. THE P
ROOF OF CONC
EPT PHASE AIM
S TO SUPPORT
ACADEMIC RES
EARCHERS TO E
STABLISH THE C
OMMERCIAL
POTENTIAL OF
 A SCIENTIFIC C
ONCEPT THAT:
• IS SUFFICIE
NTLY ROBUST
• IS SEEN TO
 ADDRESS A V
IABLE MARKET
• IS NOT ENC
UMBERED BY I
NTELLECTUAL
 
PROPERTY CO
NSIDERATIONS
.
P.K/S.J.: 
With regar
d to this 
support av
ailable
from Enter
prise Irel
and (EI) i
s it viewe
d as
complement
ary or dis
tinctly se
parate to 
the
support av
ailable fr
om Science
 Foundatio
n
Ireland (S
FI)?
K.D: SFI and EI a
re separate area
s of operation. T
here is a
necessary overla
p. There are wel
l worked ideas o
riginating from
research which c
annot fail to gen
erate commercia
l potential. 
The Proof of Co
ncept Phase ess
entially allows en
trepreneurial
researchers to ta
ke an idea based
 on sound resea
rch and work it
into a viable con
cept for comme
rcial exploitation
. For example,
the scheme cou
ld provide the co
st of equipment
 to develop a
prototype and p
ersonnel costs to
 analyse results. 
You may have th
e idea worked o
ut in your head w
ith a conviction
that it is good b
ut you need to p
rove it. The cruc
ial issue is
whether we are 
developing peo
ple who are mor
e adept at
learning ‘what w
ill fly’. There isn’
t always a link be
tween an idea
based on funded
 research from S
FI and the outpu
t potential
funded by EI Pro
of of Concept Ph
ase. However th
e two are
certainly not mu
tually exclusive w
ith regard to the
 overall
objective of Indu
strial developme
nt.
P.K: So is
 the Proof
 of Concep
t Proposal
 a
business p
lan?
K.D: It is a busin
ess plan in that i
t is an idea for a 
business. But
it is an idea that 
needs proof. It is
 a case of lookin
g to see how 
this will benefit b
usiness and dev
elopment in Irel
and, but this is
Enterprise Irelan
d’s perspective. 
There may be in
ternal concerns
for DIT as to whe
ther it fits in with
 the work of the 
School of
Physics for exam
ple. It is also a w
ay of providing r
esearchers/
entrepreneurs w
ith additional res
ources hitherto u
navailable to
them in order to
 establish the pr
oof of their com
mercial concept
. 
S.J: Is th
ere a diff
iculty in 
terms of e
nsuring
that the f
unding is 
properly u
tilised fo
r
proving co
mmercial p
otential a
s opposed 
to
carrying o
ut further
 research?
K.D: Our job in 
Enterprise Irelan
d is not to fund r
esearch in Third
Level Institutes, 
but rather to fun
d business deve
lopment and it 
is only a theory t
hat funding rese
arch in Third Lev
el Institutes will
develop busines
s. Enterprise Irel
and in now more
 driven and
measured by lice
nces and start-u
ps. Notwithstand
ing this we do
not only fund ‘su
re things’ becau
se that is dange
rous and ignores
the provision an
d benefits of ven
ture capitalism. 
So in essence we
are funding idea
s in the Proof of 
Concept Phase 
that are too risky
to be considered
 by the Banks bu
t with discernibl
e
business/develo
pment potential
. 
P.K: Is th
e external
 component
 of what i
s
essentiall
y an in-ho
use proces
s of evalu
ation
safe?
K.D: Absolutely.
 We’re not just g
etting people in
 off the street to
assess projects. 
You might not h
ave the technolo
gical rigour if 
the proposals w
ere assessed by
 a bunch of acad
emics. However
, 
they are largely 
reviewed by Ent
erprise Ireland te
chnology
development st
aff keen to see t
he commercial a
nd developmen
t
potential of wha
t is proposed. H
owever, keeping
 the overall
assessment in-h
ouse allows for a
 quicker turnaro
und and allows
us to provide thr
ee submission a
nd evaluation da
tes each year.
There will be pro
jects that will no
t be funded in o
ne way but will
be funded a diff
erent way. It is a
n inexact scienc
e in that there is
no ‘right’ projec
t. But if you cann
ot clearly say on
 the first page
why this is impo
rtant, why you sh
ould do it, it is p
robably destined
for the bin.
PROOF OF CO
NCEPT FUNDIN
G
S.J: Is th
ere differ
ences in I
nstitutes 
with regar
d to the q
uality of 
submission
s? 
K.D: Very often 
it is a case that p
roposals could h
ave 10% more
effort in their pre
paration but tim
e is always a bar
rier to raising 
the bar. But with
out a deadline n
o proposals wou
ld ever come 
in. Therefore it’s
 important for th
e proposal write
rs to focus on
“a good idea, w
ell presented” a
nd tell Enterpris
e Ireland why it’s
 
a good idea and
 how it will make
 money while ke
eping within the
rules and regula
tions which are u
niformly applica
ble whether it’s a
bio project or an
 engineering pro
ject. If a reviewe
r gets to page 
five of a proposa
l and cannot figu
re out where the
 potential of the
concept is, the q
uality of the prop
osal is certainly q
uestionable. 
S.J: What 
is it abou
t your own
 role in 
Enterprise
 Ireland t
hat you en
joy?
K.D: I like to talk
 to people, I like
 to find out what
’s going on and
figure how Ente
rprise Ireland ca
n help them. I’ve
 met a lot of 
people from all d
isciplines. I have
 a science backg
round and 
you think that al
l the smart peop
le did science an
d then you meet
someone who h
as done English
 Literature and H
ieroglyphics 
and they’re just 
far smarter than 
you. Then you re
alise that there 
are many more w
ays of looking at
 things and that’
s what I’m
interested in. Yo
u get that from r
esearch but you
 also get it from 
a lot of things. Y
ou get it from ru
nning a Proof of
 Concept Phase
 
and the benefit 
of a conversatio
n like this is that
 you get to see 
what DIT’s perce
ption of what it i
s we do in Enter
prise Ireland 
and what we are
 fundamentally a
bout.The Proof o
f Concept phase
does not suppor
t purely explorat
ory research, no
r does it support
applied research
 for companies, 
but rather it sup
ports the 
development an
d examination o
f an idea/concep
t in a timely,
fast and flexible
 fashion. In addi
tion, the scheme
 will enable
members of the
 academic/entre
preneurial comm
unity to establish
the scientific/tec
hnical merit and
 feasibility of the
 work proposed.
Applicants are th
erefore encoura
ged to submit p
roposals that 
detail and speci
fy clear, measura
ble targets whic
h will significant
ly
contribute to pro
ving the feasibili
ty of the concep
t. Grants cover
100% of all eligi
ble costs (person
nel, equipment,
 material and tra
vel)
and will be typic
ally of the order 
€50,000 — €90
,000 over a 12
month period. W
here a compellin
g case is made, 
projects may be
extended to per
iods of up to 18 
months. Submis
sion deadlines
occur three time
s a year typically
 in January, May
 and September
. 
see: www.ente
rprise-ireland.c
om for more in
formation
DIT STUDENT 
WINS FIRST 
PRIZE IN FOOD
SAFETY AWARDS 
DIT STUDENT MATTHEW MORRIS WON FIRST PRIZE ATTHE RECENT FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY OF IRELAND(FSAI) ANNUAL COLLEGES FOOD SAFETY COMPETITION.
MATTHEW, WHO COMPLETED THE BSC IN ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH IN DIT CATHAL BRUGHA STREET IN JUNE 2007, WON
THE TOP PRIZE FOR HIS PROJECT, ENTITLED ‘PUBLIC ACCESS
TO FOOD CONTROL DATA’. 
The project was supervised by Barbara Delaney of the School of
Food Science and Environmental Health and it investigated the
issues surrounding the availability of official food control data 
to consumers. In Matthew’s study, the attitudes of food business 
operators, environmental health officers and consumers were
assessed to determine how much access each stakeholder group
thinks consumers are currently entitled to and how this should
change in the future.
The study also aimed to compare the perceived impact of 
implementing a system whereby grade-cards/scores-on-doors 
are made available to members of the public, with an actual
experience of doing so. The study examined issues including 
the inter-relationships between food laws, freedom of information
and data protection laws. Systems currently in use for giving
members of the public access to official food control data were
also examined. 
DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Launch of book “Projecting Migration: 
Transcultural Documentary Practice”
An innovative multimedia book/DVD entitled Projecting Migration:
Transcultural Documentary Practice (co-edited by Alan Grossman
and Aine O’Brien), was launched on the 14th September as part of
the “Stranger than Fiction” Documentary Film Festival at the Irish
Film Institute. Professor Desmond Bell, documentary filmmaker and
Chair in Film Studies at Queens University, Belfast launched the
book/DVD which is published by Wallflower Press.
Projecting Migration is an integrated book/DVD-ROM anthology
which uses different media formats including documentary 
film, video, photography, radio and new media. It comprises 
contributions from scholars and practitioners who are working
across trans-national locations as diverse as the US/Mexico 
border, southern Africa, Lebanon and Ireland. 
Thematically, the contributors address economic and forced
migration, border crossings, uprootings, diasporic history and
memory, migration and childhood, the trans-national family, 
post-conflict landscapes, migrant youth culture and photographic
archives of migration.
According to editors Grossman and O’Brien: 
“The work published in the anthology
provides a timely foregrounding of
audiovisual practice-based scholarship
and it gives prominence to collaborative
research processes conducted across the
arts, humanities and social sciences, and
the fieldwork practices surrounding 
the assemblage and dissemination of
documentary media. The publication 
is the culmination of a longstanding
collaboration between the Digital Media
Centre and the Centre for Transcultural
Research and Media Practice, both of
which are housed within the Faculty 
of Applied Arts in DIT”.
For further information on the publication contact
alan.grossman@dit.ie or aine.obrien@dit.ie
On the 5th November the School of Culinary Arts and Food Technology
hosted an event organised by Euro-Toques Ireland — the European
Community of Cooks, an organisation committed to defending
European Culinary Heritage and promoting this objective as a way of
life. The aim of the event “Who’s for Game? — A journey through wild
Irish Game from Forest to Table” — was to introduce industry practitioners,
food educators, chefs, food technologists and those interested in the
culinary arts generally to an intriguing afternoon on important aspects of
wild Irish organic game. 
Don Walshe of Dromoland Game gave an insight into the husbandry 
of wild Irish organic game and demonstrations on the old arts of 
preparation and butchery of game were given by a culinary expert 
from the Department of Culinary Arts and Stephan Gibson of L’Ecrivain
Restaurant respectively. Renowned chef John Howard (ex Le Coq Hardi
& Euro-toques Founder-Member) gave practical advice on the use of
game. The inspiring presentations showed how to turn some of Ireland’s
finest resources into top quality gourmet dishes. 
For further details on INNOVATION or to place an advert, please contact the editor, Jean Cahill on tel: 01 814 6083 or email: jean.cahill@dit.ie
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Food Product Development Centre
Dublin Institute of Technology
With its unique combination of technical and 
culinary expertise the Food Product Development 
Centre is dedicated to developing innovative food 
concepts for the Irish food industry.
Through its links with the Dublin Institute 
of Technology, the Centre provides a 
comprehensive range of confidential, 
professional and innovative services 
including market research, sensory 
analysis, product development and 
customised training opportunities.
For more details contact:
email: fpdc@dit.ie
web: www.fpdc.dit.ie
tel: +353 1 814 6080
d
esig
n: carla@
d
esig
netc.ie
